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Andrew Holleran to
Speak at Stonewall

The legendary writer of Dancer
from the Dance and five other gay
works will read and sign his books
at Stonewall Library & Archives
on Sunday, February 17 at 2:00pM.

FROM THE
DANCE

ANDREW HOLLERAN

ancer from the Dance created a sensation
s published in 1978 because it vividly
New York gay life at a time when homo-
sexuality was often the center of attention. The year
began with orange juice spokesperson Anita Bryant
initiating a bitter anti-gay campaign in Miami. In Feb-
ruary, Ira Levin’s Deathtrap opened on Broadway
with a decidedly gay twist. Around the world in Aus-
tralia, Sydney held its first gay and lesbian march in
June, and the film La Cage aux Folles opened in Paris
in October. Harvey Milk, the first openly gay man to
be elected to the San Francisco Board of Supervisors,
was assassinated in November.

Dancer kept on dancing. The novel, which was
translated into French, Spanish, Italian and German,
has not been out of print in thirty years.

But Andrew Holleran was not an overnight suc-
cess. “I had been writing for ten years,” he says.
“Only one story had been published, in 1971 in The
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New Yorker. It was called “The Holy Family,” and took
place at a Thanksgiving reception. The son was not
aware he was gay, but he felt uncomfortable at this
gathering. Yes, it was autobiographical.”

Holleran had studied literature and American his-
tory at Harvard then law at the University of Pennsyl-
vania. “A lot of people study law, because they real-
ize they can’t make a living doing what they really
want—they have to get a job,” Holleran notes. “I took
a writing course with Peter Taylor, and he was instru-
mental in my going to the Iowa Writers” Workshop. I
knew then that I wanted to be a writer.

“Iwrote Dancer from the Dance in just a few months.
It was my last try. If I couldn’t get it published, I was
going to do something else.”

The novel, about the much-desired Malone and the
queeny Sutherland, is “an amalgam” of the lives of
Holleran’s friends, who did not realize he was writ-
ing about them. After the book was published, “their

Sy

AN DaR E WS

H @Gl L E R A™S

ERaEEESS) T Y

M E N



SAVETHEDATES!

Free and open to the public

April 16 7:00 - 9:00
Stonewall's 35th Anniversary Party

The Atlantic Resort and Spa
Call 954-763-8565 for details

PN AR

1717 N. Andrews Avenue
Fort Lauderdale FL 33311
954-763-8565 www.stonewall-library.org
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reactions were positive, though one joked that a man had
asked him, ‘Are you the small cock or the kleptomaniac?’

“I knew the book was a success when I walked into the
bathroom of a gay bar on Christopher Street and there was
graffiti about Malone and Sutherland.”

In 1983, Holleran followed Dancer from the Dance with an-
other autobiographical novel, Nights in Aruba. Holleran had
spent much of his childhood in the Caribbean nation, where
his father worked for Esso, an American oil company.

His parents did not read these novels, let alone know he
had written them. (“Andrew Holleran” is a pseudonym.)
“My parents were really wonderful. They never pushed me
in any direction. They knew I was writing, but they didn’t
ask what I was writing.”

Some people might be hurt by this. “Maybe they didn’t
want to know. But I'm not hurt when a friend doesn’t ask me
what I'm writing, because they are taking me as myself, as a
friend and not as a writer.”

Published in 1996, Holleran's third novel, The Beauty of
Men, focuses on a man nearing fifty, who is simultaneously
obsessed with youth and mortality. Three years later, Holler-
an released In September, the Light Changes, a collection of
poignant stories written during the past two decades. His
latest novel, Grief, published in 2006, is his most profound,
yet, as always, there is humor.

In Ground Zero, published in 1988, Holleran examined and
distilled the gay world devastated by AIDs. The essays were
taken from articles written for Christopher Street, and on May
12, 2008, a revised edition will be published under the title
Chronicle of a Plague, Revisited. “I am glad I’ had the opportu-
nity to revise it. I took out about six essays and revised some
others in small ways.” Several articles have been added,
which haven’t been published since they appeared in the
magazine. “The book has a more historical tone now.”

Holleran was part of the legendary Violet Quill, a group
of seven gay writers, who gathered for eight sessions in 1980
to read their works to each other. “I'm a solitary writer, and I
didn’t really enjoy it,” he says. “But I met interesting peo-
ple.” Edmund White was a member, as well as Felice Picano,
who had been instrumental in starting a gay publishing
house. “Robert Ferro, whom I had met at the ITowa work-
shop, asked me to go. I went because it was a chance to see
someone’s apartment and what they’d serve for dessert.”

Although all of his books center around his life and the
community around him, Holleran has never written another
book as free-flowing as Dancer from the Dance. “It took no ef-
fort to write that book. There’s an innocence about writing
before you are published. After publication there are expec-
tations, and it takes more effort.”

Holleran would rather read than write. “In my sixties, I'm
still doing what I did as a twelve year old, when a friend of
my sister showed me that I could lie down and read and eat
a peanut butter sandwich at the same time.”

—Charles L. Ross



FOR YOUR GENEROUS SYPPORT IN 2007

The board and staff of Stonewall Library & Archives are pleased to recognize our generous donors
whose dedication to Stonewall sets an example for all. We are grateful to have them as part of our family.

PHILANTHROPISTS $2,000+

American Express ® AutoNation ® Bound South
Broward County Board of County Commissioners as recommended by the Broward Cultural Council
Comcast ® Community Foundation of Broward ¢ Dade Community Foundation
John C. Graves Charitable Fund of the Community Foundation of Broward
Nathan Klarfeld and Grover Lawlis ® Merrill-Lynch e Paul Fasana e Pride South Florida
Stonewall Library & Archives Foundation
Sun-Sentinel Diversity Venture Fund /United Way of Broward

BENEFACTORS $1000+
Bears of South Florida ® Chase ¢ Clio Foundation ® Robert Garrett ® Mark Gordon
Robert Graham e William Greeves ® Steve How e Ellen Krider ® Saul H. Magram
Joseph McConnell and Paul Clark ¢ Richard Schwarz and Thomas Massey
Hank Stembridge and Theron Watson ® Steve Wahl

PATRONS $500+
Robin Bodiford e Allen Cannon ® Keith Clark ® Bob Ewart ® Express/411 ¢
The Grand Resort and Spa ® George Hester and Alfredo Piniero ® Vivian Krasner ® Gregory Kurdian
Jack Latona e Lawyers 1st Title ® Robert W. Lee ® Robert Mays ® Carole Moran
Prudential Florida 1st Realty ® Fred Searcy ® Chuck Williams

SPONSORS $250+
Rick Bell ® Deric Bownds ® Sue Ann Charron ¢ Gerhard C. Depken ¢ Friends of Ted Emery  Rick Bell
Harold Feldberg e Charles W. Fischer ¢ Steven T. Freeman e Jose Gonzalez ® Ben Guenther
Andrew Katzen ¢ Gus Kein ® David McConnell ® Christopher Ovide ® Petals Panache
Douglas Pew and Donald Croxton e Fred Phillips ® James Sears ® David Seligman e StitchIt ® Ted Verdone

FRIENDS $100+
Paul Alpert and David Fisher ¢ Anne Atwell ® James O. Barber, Jr. ¢ Edward A. Barry © John P. Bremer
Robert D. Brummer ® Rabbi Harold F. Caminker ® Darrell Challenger ® Herbert Cohen  D. Thomas Cordle
George F. Cullen ® Michael Dager ® Robert DeCamillo ® Mark Deuser ® Wayne Draper ¢ Clay M. Drexler
Ken Eyer ® Meryl Friedman and Mary Wheatley ® Bernard Gerwirtz ® Ralph A. Greene ¢ Frank J. Hall
Albert J. Hamilton e Dr. J. Michael Heider ® Michael Holden e Robert L. Hubbard e Richard Jannotti
Mike Kaplan ® Mark Ketcham ® John Kucinski ¢ Edward Lewis ® Craig Likness ® Lure International
Macy’s Florida Stores ® Page Elliott Lord ® Peter McNamara ® Robert MacKilligan e Riley L. Marshall, Jr.
Chuck Panozzo ® Nicholas Pappas e Felice Picano ® Margo Poulson e Joe Prentner  Bruce Presley
Daniel M. Pye e James P. Rainey ® Ray Rideout ® Edward E. Robbins ® Alex Rosenberg ® John Ross
Richard Rust ® Rick Salomon ® Theodore F. Schultz ® Ron Seidle  Judy Shepherd e Rick Sherman
Gary Steinsmith e Jack Sweeney ® United Technologies ® Franklin Schmidt
Margaret Tamulonis and Anise Richey ® Richard VanRoy e C. William Van Scoy ® Walter Weiss
Sumner White e Charles M. Wirth e David Yalen

In we have made errors in name or recognition, please accept our apologies and contact Jack Rutland with corrections.
This list does not include contributors to the Stonewall Capital Campaign. For a list of Capital Campaign
contributions, please refer to the January 2008 issue of the Archeion.



Friday February 1
BEHIND THE
LAVENDER SCREEN:
CINEMA CLASSICS
Women in Love (1969)
Screenplay by Larry
Kramer, based upon the
novel by D. H Lawrence. Starring Alan Bates. 7:00 PM at
Stonewall Library & Archives. $2.00 suggested admission.

Saturday February 2
GLCC FLEA MARKET
First Saturday of every month. Don’t
miss Stonewall’s Book Sale booth.
All day. GLCC/Stonewall
Library & Archives.

Opening Receptlon Monday, _ .
February 4, 6:30-8:00 M.
Stonewall Library & Archives

Friday
February 8
OUT BOYS
MOVIE NIGHT
Black Is...Black Ain't.

1995. Marlon Riggs’ exploration

of what it means to be black. 7:00rm
at Stonewall Library & Archives.
$2.00 suggested admission.

Sunday February 10

In conjunction with ArtsUnited’s ArtExplosion
Colloquio: Gay Culture in Italy

Panel Discussion with Italian writers and film makers.
2:00 pM. ArtServe auditorium, 1350 East Sunrise Boule-
vard.Free and open to the public.

Valerio Bartolucci, Matteo Bianchi and Ivan Cotroneo.
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Monday February 11

BOOK CLUB

Read the book, then come discuss it. Dancer from the
Dance by Andrew Holleran. 7:00rM at Stonewall Library
& Archives. Free and open to the public.

Friday
February 15
CINE/
CINEMA/FILM
Foreign film
screening and
discussion.
Madame Sata.
Brazilian; Por- L ol
tuguese with English subtltles 7:00PM at Stonewall
Library & Archives. $2.00 suggested admission.

Saturday February 16
INTIMATE LUNCH

with Andrew Holleran

12:00 pM™ at Stonewall Library &
Archives. Tickets: $50. For reser-
vations, please call 954-763-8565

Sunday February 17
DISTINGUISHED AUTHOR
LECTURE SERIES

Gay literary icon Andrew
Holleran. 2:00rM at Stonewall.
Free and open to the public.

Friday February 22

BLACK HISTORY MONTH

Stonewall celebrates Black History Month with readings
by local writers and poets. 7:00PM at Stonewall.

Sunday February 24

OPERA GROUP

Video screening and discussion
at Stonewall at 1:00PM.

Friday February 29

OUT GIRLS MOVIE NIGHT
The Secret. Screening and discus-
sion. 7:00PM at Stonewall. $2.00
suggested admission.



